
Homily for 32nd Sunday, c cycle 

The late Father Benedict Groeshel, a Franciscan priest and author of many acclaimed books on theology and spirituality, 

earned a Doctoral degree in psychology at one of America’s premier secular universities, Columbia, in New York City. He 

soon learned that many of his colleagues in the human sciences were unbelieving atheists and were often dismissive of 

Christians and their faith. 

Over the course of many years Father Groeshel maintained a professional relationship with many of them, and 

considered several to be his friends. He sadly observed that as they slipped into middle and old age their disposition 

changed for the worst. They were often angry, resentful, depressed and, in a few notable instances, suicidal.  

He wondered why. He suggested that a lack of belief in life after death may have been a contributing factor.  For the 

unbeliever, death means annihilation, the end of human existence. In any case, the universe is fading away. What did 

they have to look forward to following death except an endless darkness. 

In the opening of today’s gospel reading, we are introduced to the members of a political religious party, the Sadducees. 

Long associated with the Temple in Jerusalem the Sadducees were wealthy, politically connected, and powerful. In 

terms of the Jewish faith, they rejected the oral tradition of the Pharisees, which, among some of them, included life 

after death. In their view, the resurrection of the dead is utter nonsense.  

In Luke’s twentieth chapter they attempt to entrap Jesus. Their objective was to expose Him as a sham teacher. So they 

do not come to Him for wisdom but to make Him contradict the Scriptures. 

Jesus is up to the challenge. 

In His masterful reply, Jesus mildly scolds the Sadducees for their abject failure to understand and appreciate the power 

of God, which is unlimited. God raises the dead to life as easily as God gives life in the first place. God is the source of life 

and has the power of generating and re-generating life. The Sadducees are denying to God a power that Jesus Himself 

affirms when He says, “I tell you God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham”.  

In John’s gospel, Jesus identifies Himself with life. He says, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall live”. 

But what if the detractors of Jesus are right about the non-reality of the Resurrection? 

God would then be weak, not all-powerful. 

Jesus counters the pessimism of the Sadducees by pointing out that the Lord is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Though they died centuries before Moses, to God they are living. He is not God of the dead. 

 God never deserts His own people. 

In the words of one Trappist scholar, “Standing before Jesus, who is the Resurrection in Person and entering into 

communion with Him, we become contemporaneous not only with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but with God Himself and 

the life of the blessed in Him”.  

According to recent polling data, many in Europe, at one time the cradle of Christian civilization, no longer believe in 

Eternal life. Shockingly, nearly one in four Europeans at the present time no longer hope for life after death.  

Jesus is our teacher. We must trust His word. And His words on everlasting life are reassuring and a source of comfort as 

the hour of our death approaches. 


